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Independence and impartiality in cases involving high-ranking
prosecutors or other officials may be secured by different means, such
as investigation and prosecution by a separate body outside the
prosecution system, special guarantees for independent decision—
making despite hierarchical dependence, public scrutiny, judicial
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control or other measures. It is not the Court’s task to determine which

system best meets the requirements of the Convention. The system

chosen by the member State concerned must however guarantee, in
law and in practice, the investigation’s independence and objectivity
in all circumstances and regardless of whether those involved are

public figures.”
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»Israel’s State Comptroller maintains wide powers to conduct independent
review of the activities of governmental ministries, including policies. Israeli

law also provides for the establishment of different commissions of inquiry

(¢COD). A State COI, for example, is authorized by law to examine matters ~of
essential public importance” and is typically used to review the conduct of
decision-makers in connection with high policy matters, such as national
security. Governmental COIs have also been used to examine claims in the
context of hostilities. COIs have wide investigative authorities, are independent,

and can issue recommendations that are both thematic as well as on the

responsibility of specific individuals for misconduct. A State COI can also refer

suspicions of criminal conduct to the Attorney General, who may open a

criminal investigation.”
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